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FoodDrinkEurope supports an ambitious EU trade policy, which seeks to
establish a more stable, predictable and rules-based international trade order
The EU is the world’s largest exporter and second
largest importer of food and drink in the world.
The industry operates diversified food supply chains,
which ensure the delivery of safe, affordable, and
quality food and drink products to consumers in the
EU and across the world.
In 2019, food and drink exports reached a value of
€120 billion1, generated by businesses of all sizes with
sales to more than 200 markets worldwide.
While the industry processes about 70% of the EU’s
agricultural output, manufacturers also rely on imports
of some key ingredients from safe, secure and
traceable supply chains that are not produced in the
EU or at least not in sufficient quantities, and which
play a complementary role in the production of many
value-added products.

A future-proof trade strategy
EU trade policy should improve market access
conditions in both traditional and emerging markets,
maintain fair terms of competition, strengthen the
implementation and enforcement of trade agreements,
and contribute to sustainable development.
Rules-based international trade and the EU’s network
of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) provide EU food
and drink companies with significant opportunities
to internationalise and diversify, as well as legal
certainty and predictability to take effective trade
and investment decisions.
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ESSENTIAL STEPS TO FACILITATE TRADE
Resilience and COVID-19 recovery

Back frictionless trade to ensure food supply, food
security, and a resilient food chain.

Openness, fairness and a level playing field

Resist unjustified protectionism, tackle tariffs and
non-tariff barriers, and illicit trade, which all put EU
jobs and growth at risk.

Multilateral rules-based trade

Lead on WTO reform, work towards deliverables on
agriculture, enhance transparency and accountability
in the use of trade measures.

Market access

Ensure the swift ratification of new FTAs, the
modernisation of older agreements, and strengthen
implementation and enforcement under the leadership
of the EU’s Chief Trade Enforcement Officer.

SME support

Boost SME internationalisation through the inclusion
of meaningful SME chapters in FTAs, involvement
on trade missions and dialogues with third
countries, access to information such as regulatory
requirements and market intelligence, complemented
by other Commission initiatives such as the EU
promotion policy.

Sustainable development

Include Trade and Sustainable Development chapters
in EU FTAs and collaborate with third countries on
shared sustainability principles (e.g. protection of
biodiversity, climate change mitigation).

Digital trade rules

Support the digital transition to facilitate companies’
access to new markets and consumers through
e-commerce, greater use of digital documents and
processes for customs.

www.fooddrinkeurope.eu

€120 billion

value of EU food and
drink exports

1.6 million

Jobs supported by EU
food and drink exports
to the rest of the world

90% of EU food
and drink exporters
are SMEs

OUR CORE POLICY ASKS
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Implement an ambitious
EU trade policy

Work towards a more stable and predictable rulesbased international trade environment, improve
market access conditions in both traditional
and emerging markets, maintain fair terms of
competition, strengthen the implementation and
enforcement of trade agreements, and contribute
to sustainable development.
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Consult and involve
stakeholders

Involve stakeholders, including the food and
drink industry, in the design stage of trade policy,
throughout the negotiating process of agreements,
enforcement and implementation, and in dialogues
with trade partners. As a former member of the
multi-stakeholder Expert Group on EU trade
agreements, we support the establishment of
a similar platform to serve the current
Commission mandate.

3 Promote rules-based trade
International rules-based trade provides business with
the legal certainty and stability to trade and invest
internationally. To revive the rules-based trading system,
we call on the EU and other WTO members to agree a
way forward on WTO reform, dispute settlement, and to
work towards meaningful outcomes on agriculture.
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Improve access to markets

EU trade agreements need to (a) improve access to
third country markets, (b) facilitate security of supply,
and (c) promote investment. Open trade must go
hand-in-hand with fair terms of competition and a
level playing field for domestic EU producers. Key
trade partners include the UK, US and China.

		
Support sustainable
5
development

Trade plays a crucial role in supporting the UN
Sustainable Development Goals. We encourage
the EU to consult WTO members on the possibility
of negotiating a Trade and Sustainable Development
Framework at WTO level and to enhance
cooperation with relevant international organisations.

ABOUT FOODDRINKEUROPE

FoodDrinkEurope represents Europe’s food and
drink industry, Europe’s largest manufacturing
sector in terms of turnover, employment and
value added.
T: +32 2 514 11 11
E: info@fooddrinkeurope.eu
Avenue des Nerviens 9-31
1040 Brussels, Belgium.

Download our full
position on trade,
click here

