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ESSENTIAL STEPS FOR HORIZON EUROPE TO 
DELIVER SUSTAINABLE FOOD SYSTEMS

Building on the success of Horizon 2020, the new European Union Framework Programme 
for Research and Innovation (R&I), Horizon Europe, will run from 2021 to 2027.

Increase public spending in R&I related to the food and  
drink sector.

Use R&I to strengthen the competitiveness of European 
businesses of all sizes, including SMEs.

Incorporate R&I priorities as developed by the European 
Technology Platform ‘Food for Life’(see here).

Ensure adequate focus on the entire R&I chain, from the 
generation of ideas to their practical implementation.

Establish a food themed ‘mission’ of Horizon Europe 
to deliver on the Farm to Fork Strategy goal to achieve 
sustainable food systems.

Design new public-private collaborative models to translate 
research more effectively into innovation and growth.

Further engage citizens in the R&I processes to better 
understand and tackle societal challenges.

Ensure the participation of industry in all stages of the 
programme.

Simplify the administrative requirements of participants in 
Horizon Europe.

Remove barriers to innovation to ensure business 
confidence to invest in R&I.

Foster a balanced approach between Open Science policy 
to enhance the accessibility and re-use of R&I results, while 
maintaining the essential role of Intellectual Property Rights.

Horizon Europe aims to strengthen the EU’s scientific 
and technological base, boost Europe’s innovation 
capacity, competitiveness and jobs, and provide 
evidence for other EU policy areas and programmes.  

FoodDrinkEurope and its members are committed 
to working with the European Commission to help 
shape the Horizon Europe programme, to support the 
establishment of public-private partnerships and to help 
align existing R&I initiatives.

	 In Europe, the food and drink industry 			 
	 invested more than €2.9 billion in R&I in
	 2017/181. The Horizon Europe programme 		
	 represents a unique opportunity to give a 
	 special boost to R&I in areas relevant for the 
	 food and drink industry. 

Towards an ambitious R&I programme 
for the food and drink sector
R&I is a key driver to achieve the objectives of the EU 
Green Deal and accelerate the transition to sustainable 
food systems, from primary production to consumption. 
R&I can also help develop and test solutions, overcome 
barriers and uncover new market opportunities. 

While the food and drink industry is actively engaged 
in R&I, it cannot claim to have all the answers. Public 
investment in collaborative R&I is essential to find new 
solutions to the challenges we are facing – such as 
tackling climate change, biodiversity loss and supporting 
more healthy and sustainable diets.

All public and private actors should work together to
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develop an ambitious R&I programme for the food and 
drink sector, to meet the challenges that lay ahead. 

Important R&I priorities for the food and drink sector, 
developed by the European Technology Platform ‘Food for 
Life’ (see here), should be reflected into Horizon Europe. 

https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu
http://etp.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news-and-publications/publications.html
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/uploads/publications_documents/FoodDrinkEurope_-_Data__Trends_2019.pdf
http://etp.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news-and-publications/publications.html
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ABOUT FOODDRINKEUROPE 
FoodDrinkEurope represents Europe’s food and 
drink industry, Europe’s largest manufacturing 
sector in terms of turnover, employment and 
value added.

T: +32 2 514 11 11  
E: info@fooddrinkeurope.eu 
Avenue des Nerviens 9-31, 1040 Brussels, Belgium.

	

R&I investment is fundamental to fulfil the objectives of 
the EU Green Deal. We were disappointed to see that 
the budget agreed for Horizon Europe3 of €80.9 billion 
is not proportional to the challenges that lay ahead. We 
therefore urge the European institutions to increase the 
Horizon Europe budget, particularly in areas relevant to 
the food and drink sector. 

	 Consult and involve all R&I players

Horizon Europe needs to consult all R&I players, including 
food and drink businesses, in the setting of the strategy, 
and ensure the inclusion of industrial partners in research 
consortia. Special emphasis should be given also to the 
dissemination and exploitation of the already available 
knowledge. Horizon 2020 gave relevance to a multi-
actor, multi-sectorial, multi-disciplinary perspective – this 
approach should continue in Horizon Europe

   Find the right public-private 			 
     partnerships 

Horizon Europe represents a unique opportunity to bring 
stakeholders and investors from the food sector together 
in a co-programmed, public-private partnership. Public-
private partnerships have proven to be one of the best 
instruments to attract investment and foster innovation 
at European level, bringing together industry (including 
SMEs) with different stakeholders in a pre-competitive 

R&I context. A food system-themed ‘mission’ would also 
help to make real progress towards the EU Green Deal’s 
ambition. 

	 Remove regulatory bottlenecks 
	 to innovation  

The European regulatory process should inspire 
consumer confidence for business investment in new 
solutions. At the same time, regulatory bottlenecks to 
innovation should be identified and eliminated in order 
to ensure that innovative processes, technologies and 
products can be introduced onto the market in a timely 
manner. It is essential to take advantage of the significant 
potential benefits from R&I outcomes while ensuring that 
there are mechanisms in place to prevent, identify and 
manage any potential risks. 

www.fooddrinkeurope.eu

OUR CORE POLICY ASKS

1 Allocate an increased budget 
for Horizon Europe
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We work with the research community and other networks to identify and develop 
R&I priorities, agendas and roadmaps. For instance, in 2005 we established the 
European Technology Platform ‘Food for Life’ which has identified R&I priorities 
for the food and drink sector. We are also an active member of the Stakeholder 
Advisory Boards of several public-public partnerships2.

2 	E.g. SUSFOOD2 ERA-Net Co-fund and the Joint Programming Initiatives on  
	 ‘Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change’ and ‘Healthy Diet for a Healthy Life’.
3	 https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/45109/210720-euco-final-conclusions-en.pdf
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https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu
http://etp.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news-and-publications/publications.html
http://etp.fooddrinkeurope.eu/news-and-publications/publications.html
http://susfood-db-era.net/
https://www.faccejpi.net/
https://www.healthydietforhealthylife.eu/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/45109/210720-euco-final-conclusions-en.pdf

