
 
 

EU agri-food chain urges political leaders to resolve trade disputes 
and strengthen transatlantic cooperation 
 

(Brussels, 11 June 2021) Ahead of the EU-US summit on 15 June 2021 in Brussels, the EU 

agri-food chain, represented by Copa-Cogeca, CELCAA and FoodDrinkEurope, call on political 

leaders to build on the current positive momentum in the transatlantic relationship to resolve on-

going transatlantic disputes and to permanently remove retaliatory tariffs on agri-food products.  

 

The EU and US are key trading partners in agri-food products, and rank in each other’s top 

three global export destinations and import sources, trading in raw materials, ingredients and 

high value-added products. In 2020, EU-US trade in agri-food products totaled €31 billion1. 

 

As a sector unrelated to, but victim of, the long-standing civil aircraft subsidies disputes, we very 

much welcome the four-month tariff suspension and are encouraged by the more recent 

decision to temporarily suspend further rebalancing measures in the steel and aluminum case. 

This cooperative approach to de-escalate trade tensions and find common permanent solutions 

should also be pursued to solve the ripe olives dispute and bridge differences on the digital 

services tax, as well as other non-tariff administrative measures.  

At the same time, we would like to recall that EU agri-food supply chains, both up- and 

downstream, continue to face considerable uncertainty and costs, as long as these disputes 

remain unsolved. The risk of further collateral damage on unrelated sectors is looming as we 

approach July 11 - the end of the four-month tariff suspension in the civil aircraft subsidies 

disputes.  

Predictability is essential to maintain the smooth flow of transatlantic trade in agri-food products. 

Hence our request for an advance notice that tariffs will not make an unwelcome return, even 

in the case additional time to negotiate is needed.  

This is particularly important at a time when our economies are starting to recover from the 

impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. We are hopeful that political leaders’ joint efforts will bring 

the current positive momentum to the next level, by agreeing a clear way forward to strengthen 

transatlantic cooperation and the international rules-based trading framework.    

 

ENDS  

 

 

 
1 https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/food-farming-fisheries/farming/documents/agrifood-usa_en.pdf  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/food-farming-fisheries/farming/documents/agrifood-usa_en.pdf


 
 

For further information please contact:  
 
Will Surman  
Director of Communications and Public Affairs  
FoodDrinkEurope  
w.surman@fooddrinkeurope.eu  
 
Jean-Baptiste Boucher 
Communications Director 
Mobile: + 32 474 840 836 
jean-baptiste.boucher@copa-cogeca.eu 

 
Pascale Rouhier  
Secretary General 
CELCAA 
p.rouhier@celcaa.eu  
 
About us:  
FoodDrinkEurope represents the food and drink manufacturing industry. Made up of 291,000 
businesses and 4.8 million employees, the food and drink industry buys 70% of all EU agricultural 
produce and is Europe’s largest manufacturing industry. 
 
Copa and Cogeca are the united voice of farmers and agri-cooperatives in the EU. Together, they 
ensure that EU agriculture is sustainable, innovative and competitive, guaranteeing food security to half 
a billion people throughout Europe. Copa represents over 23 million farmers and their families whilst 
Cogeca represents the interests of 22,000 agricultural cooperatives. They have 66 member 
organisations from the EU member states. Together, they are one of the biggest and most active 
lobbying organisations in Brussels. 
 
CELCAA represents the trade in agri-food products and commodities. CELCAA members represent 
25,000 trading companies.  
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