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FoodDrinkEurope signs EU Code of Conduct 

 
(Brussels, 5 July 2021) Today, FoodDrinkEurope has officially signed the EU Code of 
Conduct on Responsible Food Business and Marketing Practices.  
 
Mella Frewen, FoodDrinkEurope Director General, said:  
 

“The EU Code of Conduct marks a significant step towards delivering more 
sustainable food systems in Europe. The past few months have been intense with a 
wide range of stakeholders providing input into the process. Participants came from 
across the entire food chain including international organisations, NGOs, trade 
unions, and the European Commission.  
 
“As the organisation of the largest manufacturing sector in the EU, we take our 
responsibilities very seriously and aim to show leadership in the transition towards 
more sustainable food. We were therefore privileged to take the chairmanship of the 
Task Force developing the Code, but credit must go to all contributors for this 
collaborative effort.”  
 

Marco Settembri, FoodDrinkEurope President and Nestlé CEO for EMENA, said:  
 

“The real hard work begins now. By signing up to the Code the industry is committing 
to drive actions that will contribute to healthier living, a greener planet and a thriving 
European economy.  
 
“In order to take everyone along on the food sustainability journey, including the 
SMEs that make up 99% of Europe’s food and drink sector, we count on continued 
support from the European Commission and other public authorities. We invite all 
stakeholders to continue this collaboration towards our common goal of sustainable 
food systems where progress is real and where Europe can become the gold 
standard for sustainable food.” 

 
FoodDrinkEurope will now promote the Code among its network and work with its members 
to make it a success. 
 
For example, on climate change FoodDrinkEurope has commissioned an independent study 
that lays out a roadmap to decarbonise the European food and drink industry. This will be 
published later this week.     
 
It has also launched its #FoodFuture project, inviting all stakeholders to find the best 
pathways towards achieving the aspirations set out in the Code.  
 
In addition it has published a webpage with over 400 case studies to demonstrate 
sustainable business practices and launched the inaugural Foodies Awards to recognise 
Europe’s most sustainable SMEs. The aim is to spread good ideas and urge other 
businesses to follow by example.         
 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2021-06/f2f_sfpd_coc_final_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/food/system/files/2021-06/f2f_sfpd_coc_final_en.pdf
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/food-future/
https://www.fooddrinkeurope.eu/industry-actions/
https://thefoodies.eu/
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-ENDS- 
 
For more information, please contact Director of Communications and Public Affairs Will 
Surman at w.surman@fooddrinkeurope.eu  
 
 
Note to the editors: 
FoodDrinkEurope represents the food and drink manufacturing industry. Made up of 291,000 
businesses, of which 99% are SMEs, with 4.8 million employees. The food and drink industry 
buys 70% of all EU agricultural produce and is Europe’s largest manufacturing industry. 
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